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                                                                                                          Adult Numeracy. Levels E1 / E2 
Measures, shape and space - Common Measures. MSS1/E1.1 Recognise and select coins and notes.  MSS1/E2.1. Make up amounts of money to 
£1 in different ways using 1p, 2p, 5, 10p, 20p and 50p coins. MSS1/E2.2. Calculate the cost of more than one item and the change from the 
transaction, in pence or in whole pounds. 
Plus aspects of Literacy (Levels E2/3) - scanning leaflets for information, using web sites for information, etc.  
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Working with Money 
 
These worksheets will help you… 
 
♦ become more confident when dealing with money. 

♦ check that you have been given the correct change in shops. 

♦ make good use of supermarket leaflets and work out the costs when 

buying more than one of an item. 

♦ improve your reading and computer skills by checking out some supermarket web sites. 

 

You will need… 
 
♦ A current "Special Offers" leaflet from your local supermarket. For example Somerfield, 

Asda, Tescos, Sainsbury or Budgens.  

 

Other useful aids… 
 
♦ You may find it helpful to have a supply of money! The real stuff is best, but for a good 

alternative try Coin Cards - produced by Pictorial Cards Educational Trust. Tel: 0181 567 

9206. 25 Kirchen Road, London. W13 0UD. 

 

♦ Access to the Internet - some suggested supermarket sites are listed below. 

 

http://www.tesco.com OK for general browsing but no good for viewing 

special offers or prices unless you go through a long 

registration process for their online shopping. 

 

http://www.j-sainsbury.co.uk  Click on "This Week's Offers" from menu.  

 

http://www.budgens.com   Good for viewing special offers, but no pictures. 

 

http://www.somerfield.co.uk Great for viewing special offers and matching 

photographs. Click on "Savings In Store" to view 

their current leaflet. 
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1) How many ways can you make up a pound? 
 
♦ For example: 
  
 a) 2 x 50p pieces = £1.00 
  
 b) 5 x 10p pieces and 1 x 50p piece = £1.00 
 
There are lots of other ways of making up a £1.00. See how many you can find. You may find it 
helpful to use real money, money cards or sketch quick pictures.   
 
 
How many 
ways can 
you make 
£1.00?  

How many of each coin did you use?  
Put the number in the box. 

 1p 2p 5p 10p 20p 50p Check? 
Example 
a) - see 
above 

0 0 0 0 0 2  

Example 
b) - see 
above 

0 0 0 5 0 1  

 
♦ Now try adding some of your own examples to the table below.  
♦ Discuss your answers with your tutor.  
♦ You could check each line with a calculator - think about the best way to do this. 
 
 1p 2p 5p 10p 20p 50p Check? 
1        
2        
3        
4        
5        
6        
7        
8        
9        
10        
11        
12        
13        
14        
15        
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2) Supermarket Bargains.  How many items can you buy for £1? 
 
Have a look through a recent "Special Offers" leaflet from your local supermarket. Do you see 
any bargains? If you don't have a leaflet - use the one on page 5. 

 
♦ You have £1.  
♦ What could you buy and how much change would get if you gave the cashier a £1 coin?  
 
a) Idea 1.  You could buy a box of Shredded Wheat (99p). You would get 1p change.  

b) Idea 2. You could buy some bread rolls. The soft bake baguettes are only 49p for a pack of 4 
- so we could by two packs. This would cost 2 x 49p = 98p. So we would get 2p change.  

 
♦ Write some other ideas here: 
 

Start 
with
… 

What you are buying. How much 
does it cost 
for one? 

How 
many are 
you 
buying?  

How much 
altogether? 

Change? 

£1.00 Shredded Wheat 99p 1 99p 1p 

£1.00 Soft bake baguettes 4 
pack  49p 2 98p 2p 

£1.00 Muller Rice 27p 1 27p 73p 
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3) Working out change 
 
♦ The exercises (used with the poster on page 5) below will help you 

practise working out change.  
♦ Different people use different methods - find one that works for you! 

Try "counting on" until you get to the nearest whole pound - or 
discuss other methods with your tutor. 

  
♦ You have a £1 coin. How much change will you get when you buy the following items?  
 
a) 2 Jars of Golden Shred Marmalade.   Cost ______  Change from £1 ______ 

b) 1 Pack Premium Lincolnshire Sausages Cost ______  Change from £1 ______ 

c) 1 Muller Fruit Corner   Cost ______  Change from £1 ______ 

d) 2 Muller Fruit Corners   Cost ______  Change from £1 ______ 

e) 1kg Granny Smith apples   Cost ______  Change from £1 ______ 

f) 2 cans Princes tuna   Cost ______  Change from £1 ______ 

g) 1 pack Scotch pancakes   Cost ______  Change from £1 ______ 

h) 2 packs Scotch pancakes   Cost ______  Change from £1 ______ 

♦ You have a £2 coin. How much change will you get when you buy the following items? 
 
a) 1 pack beef burgers.     Cost ______  Change from £2 ______ 

b) 2 packs Potato Fritters.     Cost ______  Change from £2 ______ 

c) 2 bags of apples.    Cost ______  Change from £2 ______ 

d) 1 pack cherry tomatoes.     Cost ______  Change from £2 ______ 

e) 6 Muller fruit corners   Cost ______  Change from £2 ______ 

♦ You now have a £5 note. How much change will you get when you buy the following?  
 
a) 1 bottle of wine.      Cost ______  Change from £5 ______ 

b) 1 packet Typhoo tea bags    Cost ______  Change from £5 ______ 

c) 2 packets of tea bags.   Cost ______  Change from £5 ______ 

d) 1 bottle of wine and 2 jars marmalade Cost ______  Change from £5 ______ 

e) 1 bottle of wine and 1kg apples    Cost ______  Change from £5 ______ 
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"Special Offers" sheet (to accompany work on pages 3&4)  
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4) Exploring Supermarket Web Sites 
 
Somerfield:  http://www.somerfield.co.uk 
 
Take a look at the Somerfield web site (address above - remember to put it in your favourites).  
If you have a current Somerfield leaflet you should be able to find the special offers in the leaflet 
on their web site too.  
 
Tip: You will need to click on MEGADEALS or "Savings In Store" to find them. Then ... click 
on the different headings to find the products. 
 
Which headings would you need to click on to find the following products? 
(Some of these items may not be on special offer but you should be able to work out which 
heading you would find them under). 
 
a) (example) Muller Rice   Chilled section 

b) Yoghurts     __________________________________ 

c) Fresh meat    __________________________________ 

d) Wafer thin ham     __________________________________ 

e) Washing powder or tablets  __________________________________ 

f) (example) Colgate toothpaste  Household section 

g) Imperial Leather shower gel  __________________________________ 

h) Chilled premium sausages  __________________________________ 

i) Frozen mixed vegetables  __________________________________ 
 
How many different sections did you find on the web site or leaflet? List them below 
(frozen, household, chilled, etc.). 
 
a) ___________ 

b) ____________ 

c) ____________ 

d) ____________ 

e) ____________ 

f) ____________ 

g) ____________ 

h) ____________

 
5) Blank worksheets - the following two pages contain blank worksheets based on 
previous exercises. They can be adapted to a wide variety of abilities and tasks. 
You will also need a variety of "Special Offer" leaflets (or price catalogues) and 
possibly plastic money or coin cards. Calculators optional! 
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How much can you buy with…? 

Start 
with
… 

What you are buying. How much 
does it cost 
for one? 

How 
many are 
you 
buying?  

How much 
altogether? 

Change? 
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How much change will you get when you buy…? 

What you are buying…  Cost Change 

You have a £1 coin. How much change will you get when you buy the following items?  

   

   

   

   

   

   

You have a £2 coin. How much change will you get when you buy the following items? 

   

   

   

   

   

You now have a £5 note. How much change will you get when you buy the following? 

   

   

   

   

You now have a £10 note. How much change will you get when you buy the following? 
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